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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed February 7, 2005. 
Claims 1-6 were canceled and claims 7-28 have been added. Claims 7-28 are now 
pending, wherein claims 7. 9. 11, 13. 15, 17. 19,21,23. 25. and 27-28 are drawn to a 
capillar array; claims 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18. 20. 22,24, and 26 are drawn to a capillary 
array electrophoresis apparatus. Since claims 8, 10, 12. 14. 16. 18, 20. 22, 24. and 26 
are patentably distinct from claims 7, 9. 11, 13, 15. 17, 19, 21. 23. 25, and 27-28; and 
are presented after first Office Action, these claims will not be considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing 
out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as 
his invention. 

3. Claims 7, 9, 11, 13. 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, and 27-28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 7, lines 2-3; claim 9, lines 2-3, the recitation "an electrophoresis medium 
injection port" cause indefiniteness. Is "electrophoresis medium" referred to "buffer 
solution" (page 9. lines 20-21) or polyacrylamide gel [Amendment (7 February 2005). 
page 8, line 8], 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless » 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 7, 9, 1 1, 13, 15, 17, 19. 21, 23, 25, and 27-28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by IVIathies et al. (US 5,274,240). 



The present invention relates to a capillary array comprising 



a plurality of 
capillaries 


each being provided with a sample injection port and 

an electroptioresis medium injection port for injection of an 

electrophoresis medium 


a voltage application 
portion 


holding the sample injection ports spread from one another, 
provided with a plurality of electrodes to be immersed in a 
sample liquid together with the sample injection ports 


a light detection 
portion 


in which the capillaries are aligned substantially on a plane 


an electrophoresis 
medium supply 
portion 


which holds the electrophoresis medium injection ports in a 
bundle, in communication with an electrophoresis medium 
container 



(summary of claim 1) 
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The rejection is adequately set forth in paragraph 2 of the previous Office Action 
and is incorporated herein by reference. 

Response to the Applicants' Arguments 

6. Applicants' arguments filed February 7, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

Applicants: "The Office action relied on Mathies et al,, U.S. Patent No. 
5,274,240(hereinafter "Mathies") to reject cancelled claims 1-6. Mathies discloses an 
electrophoresis apparatus using a plurality of capillaries, but no electrophoresis 
medium supply portion for permitting injection of electrophoresis medium is provided in 
the plurality of capillaries." 

Firstly, "electrophoresis medium" is not understood because it may be referred 
to a "buffer solution" (page 9. lines 20-21) or polyacrylamide gel [Amendment (7 
February 2005), page 8, line 8]. Secondarily, since claim 1 claims "a plurality of 
capillaries, each being provided with a sample injection port and an electrophoresis 
medium injection port", it is substantial identical to the capillaries disclosed by Mathies 
et al. 



Conclusion 
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7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1098. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner=s 
supervisor, David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 114. 
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